



10 Tips for Keeping Pets SAFE in the Cold! 

“Oh, the weather outside is frightful"…When we begin to think of winter, there are a 
things to prepare for our PETS, too!  Pets are affected by the cold just as we are!  

Here are a few simple tips you can take to make sure your pets stay happy, and healthy, 
and SAFE throughout the cold winter months! 

1. Understand your dog’s limits.  For the double coated dogs, winter and cold 

weather is a treat! BUT… some dogs are far more vulnerable to the cold than 

others.  A short-coated dog will likely get cold much sooner.  Also senior dogs or 

puppies should limit their outside time on those cold days.  Bundling up with a 

well-fitting sweater or dog-coat can help keep them warm.  However if it’s not 

waterproof, it may get wet and make them even colder!  Frostbite and hypothermia 

are major risks to dogs in winter.  Boots or Muttluks my be the answer for walking 

in cold weather.  However, if it is too cold for you, it is probably too cold for your 

dog! 

2. Steer clear of ice. Just because a lake looks frozen, does not mean it is!  Avoid  

lakes and ponds when walking your dog as it takes only a second to break though, 

causing injury or death to your dog, and possibly you if you try to save him! 

https://ruffwear.com/products/grip-trex-dog-boot-pairs





3. Check your car-hood!  Wheel wells of cars or tops of the engine are places that 

cats might crawl into during the winter months to keep warm. Make sure you bang 

loudly on your hood or honk the horn before starting your car if you suspect your 

outside or feral cat might be there. You may startle the cat, but that’s better than the 

alternative should they be inside when you drive off! 

4. Check their paws: Check your dog’s paws for signs of cold-weather damage, 

such as cracked paw pads or bleeding. A generous coating of vaseline or coco-

butter is a good way to offer some protection from the elements.   Make sure you 

wipe the paws when you return from a walk  as they can pick up all kinds of toxic 

chemicals such as salt, antifreeze, or de-icers.  These could cause problems if they 

lick their paws afterwards! 

5. Avoid spilling antifreeze!  This attracts both cats and dogs because of its  sweet 

taste, but it is extremely poisonous and can cause serious illness or death if 

ingested. Clean up any antifreeze that spills in your garage and keep the bottle 

where your pets cannot access it. 

6. Make sure your pets can’t take off. More pets are lost in the winter months 

than any other season because snowfall can conceal familiar scents that would 






ordinarily help them find their way home. Make sure your pet’s collars have your 

contact information.  Microchipping can also help prevent your dog from 

becoming lost.  Always keep them leashed on walks. 

7. PLEASE don’t leave your pet in the car. Just as hot cars are dangerous for 

pets in the summer, cold cars pose a threat as well.  Take your pets in the car only if 

it is necessary, and never leave them unattended. 

8. Be safe while walking.  As daylight hours decrease, many of us will walk our 

dogs in the dark, so make sure both you and your dog can be seen by wearing 

reflective gear (clothing, leash, collar, etc).  Keep your dog close when walking on 

the street. 

9. Provide shelter. If your pets live outdoors, make sure you bring them inside 

during sub-zero temperatures. For the rest of the winter, make sure they have  a dry, 

draft-free shelter that is large enough for them to sit and lay down comfortably, but 

small enough to sustain their body heat. Pets who spend a lot of time outside will  

require more food to replace energy lost in trying to keep them warm warm. Use 

hard plastic food and water dishes instead of metal. Otherwise, when the 

temperature is low enough, your pet’s tongue can become stuck to metal. 






10. Plan for the unexpected! It’s always good to have an emergency plan for both 

you and your pets! Preparing an emergency kit with enough food, water, and 

medication to last you and your pets at least five days will give you peace of mind 

for an unexpected weather event!  Hopefully you will never need it, but if you do, 

you will be thankful you planned ahead. 

And just as you might be experiencing a few more aches and pains, so might 

your pets!  Think AGILITY— a treatment option for pets experiencing 

more stiffness in their joints!  Great for both Cats & Dogs! 

Kris helps pet lovers and breeders 
find premium pet products all 
while adding to your income by 
recommending what you use! 

Click here to learn more! 

KRIS LEAVER  920.887.2642  WWW.YOURPETSFOREVER.COM  

To select the BEST food for your 
Canine Friend, check out our 

different formulas!

https://lifesabundance.com/Category/DogFood.aspx?realname=20107674&cat=4&hdr=&Ath=True&crt=0
https://lifesabundance.com/Category/DogFood.aspx?realname=20107674&cat=4&hdr=&Ath=True&crt=0
https://lifesabundance.com/Category/DogFood.aspx?realname=20107674&cat=4&hdr=&Ath=True&crt=0
https://yourpetsforever.com/work-with-kris/
http://www.yourpetsforever.com
http://www.apple.com
https://lifesabundance.com/Pets/Supplements/Agility.aspx?realname=20107674&cat=0&hdr=&Ath=False&crt=0&Category=DogAgility_v11(Pet_Base)&Sku=101015

